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ENVIRONMENTAL  PROTECTION 
AGENCY 

40  CFR  Part  60 

[FRL  1423-2] 

Standards  of  Performance  for  New 
Stationary  Sources;  Petroleum 
Refineries;  Clarifying  Amendment 

agency:  Environmental  Protection 
Agency  (EPA). 

ACTION:  Proposed  Rule. 

summary:  This  proposed  action  clarifies 
which  gaseous  fuels  used  at  petroleum 
refineries  are  covered  by  the  existing 
standards  of  performance  for  petroleum 
refineries  (40  CFR  60.100).  This  action 
will  not  change  the  environmental, 
energy,  and  economic  impacts  of  the 
existing  standards. 

date:  Comments  must  be  received  on  or 
before  May  2, 1980. 

ADDRESSES:  Comments.  Comments 
should  be  submitted  (in  duplicate  if 
possible)  to:  Central  Docket  Section  (A- 
130),  Attention:  Docket  Number  A-7^ 
56,  U.S.  Environmental  Protection 
Agency,  401  M  Street,  S.W., 

Washington,  D.C.  20460.  Docket.  The 
Docket.  Number  A-79-56,  is  available 
for  public  inspection  and  copying  at 
EPA’s  Central  Docket  Section.  Room 
2902  Waterside  Mall,  Washington,  D.C. 
20460. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

Susan  R.  Wyatt.  Emission  Standards 
and  Engineering  Division  (MD-13), 
Environmental  Protection  Agency. 
Research  Triangle  Park,  North  Carolina 
27711,  telephone  number  (919)  541-5477. 
SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  On 
March  12, 1979,  EPA  published  in  the 
Federal  Register  (44  ^  13480)  a 
clarifying  amendment  intended  to 
“reduce  confusion  concerning  the 
applicability  of  the  sulfur  dioxide 
standard  to  incinerator-waste  heat 
boilers  installed  on  fluid  or  Thermofor 
catalytic  cracking  unit  catalyst 
regenerators  and  fluid  coking  unit  coke 
burners.”  That  action  included  a  change 
in  the  definition  of  “fuel  gas.”  It  now 
appears  the  revised  definition  of  “fuel 
gas”  could  easily  be  interpreted  to 
include  natural  gas  as  a  fuel  gas.  This 
would  mean  that  refineries  using  natural 
gas  would  be  subject  to  the  expense  of 
performance  testing,  monitoring,  and 
reporting  requirements  even  though  the 
natural  gas  contained  essentially  no 
sulfur  and  did  not  result  in  emissions  of 
sulfur  dioxide  when  combusted. 

The  intent  of  the  existing  standards  of 
performance  for  refinery  fuel  gas  has 
always  been  to  prevent  emissions  of 


sulfur  dioxide  resulting  fi'om  the  burning 
of  gaseous  fuels  containing  hydrogen 
sulfide.  Generally,  natural  gas  used  in 
refineries  is  purchased  firom  outside 
sources  and  delivered  to  the  refinery  via 
pipelines.  This  natural  gas  contains  only 
trace  amounts  of  hydrogen  sulfide  due 
to  specifications  established  to  protect 
the  pipelines  from  corrosion.  It  would 
impose  an  unnecessary  burden  on 
refineries  to  require  performance  testing, 
monitoring,  and  reporting  where  this 
natural  gas  is  burned  by  itself. 

In  a  few  cases,  however,  a  refinery 
may  generate  natural  gas.  There  may  be 
no  legal  or  technical  requirement  that 
this  gas  be  desulfurized  before 
combustion.  If  this  gas  contains 
appreciable  hydrogen  sulfide  and  other 
sulfur  constituents,  significant  emissions 
of  sulfur  dioxide  would  result  when  it  is 
burned.  The  existing  standards  of 
performance  for  petroleum  refineries 
were  intended  to  cover  these  types  of 
gases.  Consequently,  the  definition  of 
“fuel  gas”  is  rewritten  to  clarify  that 
only  natural  gas  generated  at  a 
petroleum  refinery  is  to  be  considered 
fuel  gas.  The  effective  date  of  the 
revised  definition  would  be  March  12, 
1979. 

Miscellaneous:  Under  Executive 
Order  12044,  EPA  is  required  to  judge 
whether  a  regulation  is  “significant”  and 
therefore  subject  to  the  procedural 
requirements  of  the  Order  or  whether  it 
may  follow  other  specialized 
development  procedures.  EPA  labels 
these  other  regulations  “specialized,”  I 
have  reviewed  this  regulation  and 
determined  that  it  is  a  specialized 
regulation  not  subject  to  the  procedural 
requirements  of  Executive  Order  12044. 

Dated:  February  26, 1980. 

Douglas  M.  Costle, 

Administrator. 

It  is  proposed  to  amend  Part  60  of 
Chapter  I,  Title  40  of  the  Code  of  Federal 
Regulations  by  revising  paragraph  (d)  as 
follows: 

60.101  Definitions. 

***** 

(d)  “Fuel  gas”  means  natural  gas 
generated  at  a  petroleum  refinery,  or 
any  gas  generated  by  a  refinery  process 
unit,  which  is  combusted  separately  or 
in  any  combination  with  any  type  of 
natural  gas.  Fuel  gas  does  not  include 
gases  generated  by  catalytic  cracking 
unit  catalyst  regenerators  and  fluid 
coking  burners. 

***** 

(Sec.  Ill,  301(a)  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  as 
amended  (42  U.S.C.  7411,  7601(a)) 
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